PRESS RELEASE

The Sierra County Fire Protection District #1 (SCFPD) and our dedicated volunteers extend a
heartfelt thank you to the Eastern Sierra Firefighters Auxiliary (ESFA) for their generous donation
of $28,973 to purchase two Hurst $799 E2 Cutters—one for each of our rescue units.

This request originated from our volunteer firefighters seeking to upgrade their equipment to
enhance vehicle extrication capabilities. These new battery-powered cutters are specifically
designed to handle the high-strength materials found in modern vehicles, allowing for faster,
more effective rescues when every second counts.

“We’ve had rescues where our Combi tools simply couldn’t get the job done,” said Fire Chief
Mick Connolly. “In one case, it was necessary to use this exact tool—brought to the scene by a
mutual aid agency—to free a victim by cutting through the steering column. This equipment
gives us a critical advantage in challenging rescues, helping us deliver advanced care and rapid
transport to the Regional Trauma Center.”

The ESFA raised the funds through their role as organizers of the Tour de Manure (TdM). This
event is a massive undertaking, and the tireless efforts of community volunteers make it
possible year after year. A special thank you goes to the Tour bosses, Nanci Davis and Mike
Blide, for their leadership and countless hours of dedication.

“A heartfelt thank you from myself and all SCFPD volunteers to the ESFA and the participants of
the Tour de Manure for making this purchase possible,” added Chief Connolly.

The SCFPD Board of Directors echoes Chief Connolly’s gratitude and looks forward to building a
strong partnership with the Eastern Sierra Firefighters Auxiliary.



